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SUBJECT: VIEWS OF DEFENSE MINISTER ON PORTUGUESE PRIME 
MINISTER DESIGNATE JOSE PINHEIRO DE AZEVEDO 

1. IN COURSE OF CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF SEPTEMBER 2, 
LUXEMBOURG DEFENSE MINISTER EMILE KRIEPS EXPRESSED HIS 
SATISFACTION WITH THE DESIGNATION OF JOSE PINHEIRO DE 
AZEVEDO AS PRIME MINISTER OF PORTUGAL. KRIEPS KNOWS AZEVEDO 
QUITE WELL AND STATED THAT HE HAS MET AND TALKED WITH HIM 
IN SOME DETAIL ON FOUR OCCASIONS DURING THE PAST YEAR. TWO 
OF THESE MEETINGS WERE AT NATO DEFENSE PLANNING COMMITTEE 
IN BRUSSELS (DECEMBER 11, 1974 AND MAY 22, 1975), ONE IN LONDON 
AT AN UN SPECIFICIED DATE ON NATO MATTERS, AND FINALLY ONE ON 
JUNE 17, 1975 IN ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND AT A SYMPOSIUM 
SPONSORED BY THE SUPERINTENDENT USNA. 

2. IN KRIEPS' OPINION AZEVEDO DOES NOT SYMPATHIZE WITH 

THE COMMUNISTS, SUPPORTS THE THEORY THAT MILITARY RULE SHOULD 
BE LIMITED TO THE TIME NECESSARY FOR POLITICAL PARTIES TO 
PREPARE THEMSELVES FOR ASSUMING RESPONSIBILITY FOR POLITICAL 
LLEADERSHIP, AND POSSESSES THE BACKGROUND AND POTENTIAL 
TO GRADUALLY ALTER THE POLITICAL PICTURE IN PORTUGAL IN A 
DIRECTION FAVORABLE TO WESTERN EUROPEAN AND U.S. INTERESTS. 
KRIEPS EXPRESSED HIS DISAGREEMENT WITH RECENT REPORTS 
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VENTURED THAT ADMIRAL ROSA COUTINHO MIGHT WELL BE 
PRO-MARXIST BUT THAT AZEVEDO'S PRIVATE STATEMENTS TO HIM 
AT THE ABOVE CITED MEETING ATTEST TO HIS ANTI-COMMUNIST 
ORIENTATION. KRIEPS ADMITTED THAT IT IS DIFFICULT TO BE 
CATEGORICAL ABOUT AZEVEDO'S POLITICAL POSTURE BECAUSE OF 
HIS EVIDENT CONCERN THAT HE MIGHT COMPROMISE HIMSELF DURING 
SUCH INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS AND RETURN HOME TO FIND 
HIMSELF IN TROUBLE. KRIEPS STATED THAT AZEVEDO WAS 
GUARDED IN HIS SPEECH AND OUTWARDLY NATIONALISTIC IN TONE 
WHEN HE MIGHT BE OVERHEARD BY HIS "AIDES." KRIEPS, 

WHO HAS AN INTELLIGENCE BACKGROUND, HAD THE IMPRESSION THAT 
AZEVODOS "AIDES" AT THE MEETINGS WERE POLITICAL SECURITY 
OFFICERS MONITORING AZEVEDO'S CONDUCT. IN PRIVATE 
CONVERSATIONS, HOWEVER, KRIEPS FOUND AZEVEDO TO BE SINCERELY 
PRO-NATO AND, ON OCCASION, EVEN WENT SO FAR AS TO EXPRESS 
HIS CONCERN AT THE HEADWAY MADE BY THE COMMUNISTS IN 
PORTUGAL IN GENERAL AND IN THE MILITARY SPECIFICALLY. 
ALTHOUGH KRIEPS VOLUNTEERED ONLY A FEW SPECIFIC STATEMENTS 
BY AZEVEDO, HE REPORTED THAT AZEVEDO HAD TWICE IN PRIVATE 
AFFIRMED HIS OPPOSITION TO MILITARY RULE EXCEPT IN DIRE 
EMERGENCIES AND INDICATED HIS DESIRE TO SEE CONTROL OF 
THE STATE IN THE HANDS OF POLITICAL MODERATES AT THE 
EARLIEST POSSIBLE TIME. AT THE ANNAPOLIS SYMPOSIUM 
AZEVEDO SPOKE OF THE FRICTION BETWEEN THE PORTUGUESE 
POPULACE AND AMERICAN SUBMARINE CREWS WHEN THE LATTER 
WERE ON SHORE. AZEVEDO TOOK CREDIT FOR GIVING THE ORDER 
WHICH PERMITTED THE SHORE LEAVES BUT AT THE SAME TIME 
KEPT THE POPULACE AND CREWS APART, IN ORDER TO PROTECT 
THE CREWS. IT IS KRIEPS OPINION THAT AZEVEDO'S COMMENTS 
ON THIS SUBJECT WERE CLEARLY NOT ANTI-AMERICAN AND NOT 
ANTI-NATO. 

3. KRIEPS HAS DRAFTED A LETTER TO AZEVEDO CONGRATULATING 
HIM ON HIS DESIGNATION AS PRIME MINISTER. WITH AZEVEDO'S 
KNOWN CONCERN ABOUT COMPROMISING HIMSELF, KRIEPS HAS BEEN 
DISCREET IN HIS CHOICE OF LANGUAGE BUT THE WORDING WILL 
CONVEY TO HIS FRIEND AZEVEDO THAT HIS DESIGNATION AS PRIME 
MINISTER IS IN THE BEST INTEREST OF WESTERN EUROPEAN 
DEMOCRACY. PHILLIPS 
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